WATER      UNDER      THE      BRIDGES
London suggesting that his Majesty the King be represented at the
funeral by Prince George, who had just become engaged to Princess
Marina, then staying with her sister Princess Olga in Belgrade, and by
Field-Marshal Sir George Milne, who as G.O.C.-in-C. at Salonika in
1918 was so well known to all Serbians. In view of the disturbed state
of Yugoslavia it was not so easy to obtain the King'sconsent to this, but
thanks to the good offices of Sir John Simon, then Foreign Secretary,
who gave me his full support, as well as to the eager readiness of Prince
George to see his fiancee again, it was arranged; and although Sir
GeorgeMilne himself could not come, the British Army was adequately
represented by General Braithwaite, then Governor of Chelsea Hospital,
and the Air Force by Vice-Marshal Philip Joubert. As for the Navy,
thanb to the fact that the C.-in-C. in the Mediterranean, Sir William
Fisher (whom I had known in Constantinople days as Chief of Staff
to Admiral de Robeck), happened by good fortune to be with a large
part of his fleet in Yugoslavian waters at the time, I was able to arrange
this direct. I had always had the utmost admiration for Admiral
Fisher, both as a sailor and a man, and no one could have been more
readily helpful than he was to me at that juncture. I managed to get
on to him at Dubrovnic by telephone, and he at once promised to send
120 sailors to march in the funeral procession and to come to Belgrade
himself. Whether he got Admiralty permission before or after or at
all I do not know. From beginning to end of those harrowing days
he always said and did without any hesitation the right thing, and I
remember his loyal support with much gratitude.
The respect shown to the memory of their murdered and adored
King contributed in no small degree to the mitigation of the outraged
feelings of his people and to the tranquillization of the country. Apart*
from the very distinguished character of the British Delegation headed
by Prince George, the French President, M. Lebrun, attended the
funeral in person, and indeed it was only right that he should have done,
seeing that King Alexander had been murdered on French territory.
It was on this (as already related) occasion that I saw Goering for the
first time, though I did not speak to him. My principal recollection of
him is that he was slimmer in 1934 than when I met him again in 1937.
He represented the German Government and flew to Belgrade from
Berlin on the largest of the German aeroplanes. King Carol of Rou-
mania, King Alexander's brother-in-law, was of course there; but
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